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THE BIG GAMBLE OF LILLORD COBB
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Design specialist Lillord Cobb (r.), conferring with partner, John Herbert, Is founder: president of Mechanical Developments, Inc., Riverside, Calif.,, maker of machine parts and tools,

Californian starts his
own plant after a long
career as top machine

designer and engineer

® O

HE future seemed bright for 42-year-old

Lillord Cobb in August 1966. A machine
design specialist with 16 years in the field un-
der his belt, his career had soared steadily up-
ward since coming to Lockheed Propulsion
Corp. in 1960. He had started as a design engi-
neer, become supervisor of a machine tool de-
sign group a year later moved up to chief tool
engineer. However, Detroit-born Cobb had his
sights set on bigger things which, unfortunate-
ly for Lockheed, didn’t include the giant air-
craft and missile maker.

Cobb junked the steady pay, security and
good promotion chances at Lockheed for the
perils of becoming an entrepreneur in a field
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oy Cobb (4th, r.) shares a
coffee break with eight
of MDI's 15 employees.
Due to its liberal pol-
icy, people have been
hired despite problems
such as inexperience in
machine tooling,
man's speech impedi-
ment, another’s inability
to understand English.

,’
.!/t

one

where the odds against success were stacked
doubly high. He pulled together a small work
force, scraped up what capital he could and
opened his own company, Mechanical Devel-
opments, Inc., in Riverside, Calif. A rugged
individualist as well as realist, Cobb knew
competition was great, experienced workers
were few, money was scarce and being black
certainly didn't make matters better. Though
the mortality rate among small businesses was
alarmingly high, Cobb’s great gamble paid off.
In a vear’s time, he has done an estimated $S0
thousand in business with about 20 customers,
several of them among the nation’s industrial
giants and biggest government contractors,

MDI makes parts used in various kinds of
machines, aircraft, missiles, commercial pumps
and drills. If plans materialize, production will
eventually be expanded to the designing and
building of machines. Lockheed, his old em-
plover, buys MDI-made mechanical compo-
nents for research. Universal Propulsion, an-
other missile research and development giant,
buys small rocket motor cases. To purchasing
agents in the aerospace-automotive field, the
word is out: Cobb’s MDI “can do the job.”

In the aeronautics idiom, the voung com-
pany’s liftoff, although rocky at first, is now
proceeding smoothly. With the steady hand
of Cobb charting its course, the rest of the
journey is bound to be just as smooth.

Continued on Next Page 63




Cobb and workers i« ck a machine’s functioning. MDI
specializes in making parts for aircraft, missiles, com-
mercial pumps, other machines. Within a year

Cobb hopes to begin designing and building machines.

MDI's entire operation is housed in a one-story, 5,000-
squarc-foot building in downtown Riverside. Cobhb
leases the structure, does not own it. His main im-
provement has been the installation of air conditioning.
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Riverside's Mayor Ben Lewis and Cobb
observe a grinding operation. Some of
MDI's customers, like Lockheed, the
Martin Co. and Universal Propulsion,
are major U.S, government contructors,

Riverside Junmior College student Alfred
Ogunkamaiyva of Nigeria works at night
as a part-time maintenance man. He ex-
pects to complete studies in December,

Herbert and Cobb chock
cast made by applying
;ml\nn'l'l;uw. a chem-
ical used in space re-
search, to surgical
gauze. The application
was devised by a River-
sidde  Negro  physician,
Dr.  James  Mitchell,
MDI hopes to manufac-
ture cast for medical use,

Once considered . hardcore unemploy-
able, Ruben Snced now operates an
MDI vertical mill. He is the only one of
seven trainecs, sent to Cobb by the Ur-
ban League, still employed by company.

Going about cleanup chores, Ogunkamai-
ya came to U.S, in 1965, was hired when
his savings ran out and odd jobs didn't
produce enough money to pay expenses.

Continued on Page 66




*Astrojet is a service mark of American Airlines, Inc.

It takes 52 hours to fly
from New York to

Los Angeles.
After 1,660 hours flying
B-47s and B-52s, David

Harris knows how to do it.

David Harris is a First Officer
on an American Airlines Astrojet=
He came to us after 6’¢ years

with the Strategic Air Command.

He was already qualified as
a commercial pilot (and has his
B.S. degree from Ohio State).

Mr. Harris joined American
in 1964 and has already been
flying as First Officer for
2 years. We wanted Mr. Harris’s
experience in the co-pilot seat
as fast as we could get it.

First Officer Harris is already
“captain qualified” and is waiting
for the seniority list to reach
him with an Astrojet of his own.

We thought you’d like to know the
kind of pilots you'll find up front

when you're sitting in back.

American Airlines

The airline built for professional travellers. (You'll love it.)
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Now offered—in new 1968 colors: Securoslax® in silk shaxkskms and gaberdines. Smooth. Lustrous.

POWER IN
77 SECONDS

Now, right in your own home, you can
build stronger muscles. .. broad shoul-

ders...a powerful chest, with the
amazing new TENSOLATOR®*, the
scientific method of Isotonic-lsometric
training developed by physiologists to
train Olympic athletes.

TENSOLATOR can multiply strength
and power for everyone — 20, 40, 50
years old or more — without strenuous
exercises or lengthy workouts. TENSO-
LATOR can also concentrate on fast
strengthening of individual muscles
(golfer's wrists, etc.). TENSOLATOR
RBuarantees positive, powerful results in
a series of simple, 7-second exercises
that takes less than 2 minutes a day.
Take the first step today. DON'T WAIT
— TENSOLATE!

r Successtul results guaranteed or 'yow—z

| money back in 10 days, Send for FREE |

| lllustrated, step-by-step brochure showing
TENSOLATOR in action, (Enclose 25¢ to cover

l postage and handling.)

| Thoylo Corp., Dept. EP, 509 Fifth Ave.

| New York, N.Y. 10017
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§ PERSULAN is used.

Write for free Persvlon Products cataleg

77777

r that slim,

clean-line look

into a pair |

of SECUROSLAX®
by Life O’ Ease

y seem to make a
100K

In cases of baldness other than male pattern
taldness, Persulan can aMd, or help overcome,
excessive hair loss, However in the great

$5.00 FAMILY JAR

and concentrated scalp treatment

SOLD ON A MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!

If you have TETTER, ECZEMA, |
RINGWORM, DANDRUFF, DRY .
BRITTLE HAIR, or other Skin or

Scalp IRRITATIONS.. PERSULAN |
will afford temporary relief of the l
SCALING and ITCHING. .. because

PERSULAN is a highly medicated '
which conditions your hair from '
the scalp up. .. a little goes a long ]

way.Permanent Waves and Presses '
take better and last longer when l

§ DRAKE LABORATORIES. INC. Depr. 3

S945 NORTHLAWN AVE. DITROIT, MICN. 457204

ATTRACTIVE HAIR keeps you

YOUNG LOOKING!
Use

Tersulma

SCALP TREATMENT
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Sports are a “must” for the Cobb family—five boys, one girl. Lillord played base-
ball and basketball in trade school and college; also played baseball in Canada sev-

eral summers, was offered, but turned down, a contract from the Brooklyn Dodgers.

MOVED BY CREATIVE DRIVE, COBB DIDN'T

OMPARED TO America’s mightiest industrial combines, MDI is
a mere babe. Housed in an old bottling plant, which Cobb leased,
its one-story building covers 5,000 square feet. There are 16 employees,
including the owner, who ruefully thinks back to Christmas 1966, the
company's low-water mark. “I actually started out a bit bigger than I'd
planned. It was challenging. The big corporations weren't sure that
we could produce, and our list of past customers was a lot of blank
space on the books.” Cobb never despaired or panicked. Business
gradually picked up and confidence in MDI's capacity for quality
workmanship soon spread.

Of all the reasons for Cobb’s success, the one that sticks out most
conspicuously is his intense drive for creative and experimental work,
using both hands and head. This quality goes back to his lean years
when he was a boy in Detroit and a student at the old Henry Ford
Trade School. After an intensive training course, underprivileged kids
were turned out as semi-skilled teens, ready for Ford’s four-year ap-
prenticeship program. Cobb entered when he was 14 and finished at
17 in 1942, but, instead of going to work in a plant, he went to work
as a U, S. Marine, serving with the all-Negro 51st Defense Battalion
which fought at Eniwetok in the Marshall Islands during World War I1.

After his stint in the Marines, Cobb enrolled at Detroit’s Lawrence
Institute of Technology and got his B.S. in mechanical engineering in
1950, Six years later, he came to California to work for North American
Aviation Corp. as a design engineer, the first of a string of jobs which
would lead to his work at and eventual resignation from Lockheed.

Now 43, short, of medium build and partly bald, Cobb’s accomplish-
ments as a mechanical engineer are eyveopening. He conceived a num-
ber of design innovations and currently holds patent disclosures on
three, A “disclosure” is an idea whose patent is pending, While a drafts-
man for the Ford Motor Co. in the early "50's, he assisted in developing
the design for automated mechanisms which transport motor blocks
between machining operations. At North American, he invented a
mechanical breather that simulates human breathing. The company,
prime contractor for the Apollo space program and corporate colossus
in the aircraft and missile fields, uses the device to run tests on high-
altitude oxygen masks. Lockheed Propulsion utilized Cobb's talents
to help devise a mechanical joint-connector that permits rocket sec-
tions to be linked for greater thrust capability.

Another side of Cobb’s success story began when he secured the
services of his old friend and longtime associate, John Herbert, the
white, bespectacled chief engineer at MDI. The two first worked to-
gether in 1958 at the Aerojet Corp. in Sacramento in the original Polaris
rocket program. They were together again at Lockheed. Herbert is in
the final stages of getting patent rights for a stair-climbing wheelchair,
an invention inspired by an injury to his father. The original model
required a 10-pound arm effort to operate raising and lowering mech-
anisms, but all-electronic controls are now being incorporated to
allow the chair controls to be casily muncuvered.



TR R e |
e ———— . e

—— :.. 2T

S e

4 -

e R . A"l"'\‘ -

Most of fi‘ male confingent visits a neighbor. Cobb and wife, Dovie, were mar- Success ‘
:

ried in 1947 in Detroit, hometown for both. He was born there, she in Georgia.,
They came to Calfornia in 1956, have lwved in three cities besides Riverside.
' e CRAMMAR

PANIC DESPITE CHRISTMAS DISAPPOINTMENT ™"

On weekends and after shop hours, Cobb works in his small research
aboratory anothe ntic
laboratory on another potential boon to me dic |I' science liquid o .nd CAREER
polyurethane foam casts for use on broken limbs or in shaping stump

¢ COLLEGE

sockets for prosthetic devices. Polyurethane, produced in space re-
secarch as a spray-on insulation in space crafts, is now made by the
Upjohn Co. To secure additional benefits from its expenditures, the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, through its Technology
Utilization Program, constantly searches for ways to use newly-dis-
covered products for civilian uses, However, credit for the use of the
chemical in constructing casts belongs to Dr. James Mitchell, a Negro
physician in Riverside, who holds a patent on this application. In his
process gauze is first dipped into the liquid, then applied to the body
where it hardens somewhat like plaster of Paris. It has some ad- 2 -
vantages over its older method. The finished cast’s weight is less than r HELP WANTED

HAIR BEAUTY COURSE

. . _ I
ten per cent ol the weight of plaster, but offers an equal restraining : P[RS“NNE[ COUNSELORS i '.A:'.HCAI. m
rigidity. If necessary to recast, the old cast can be cut away with B S el hmied sy P2 o
Nl : : ; - : | MALE OR FEMALE Maree), 'Crquiamste; vn Corl. Nealn Vrvatn
minimum discomfort to the patient and X-rays taken through the foam | I Writioe Bor Che Dominnes Wity waits b b
asts give a sh: s 1 vicletafled wie ¢ Why not put your talents to work in the i BMin L SEVE SREY DY (riRg Nrwds ot Eemer.
casts sive as .ll'p(l and more detallec pl(tllr(. ' exciting and growing personnel agency ' »I\ an A-B-C Fictured Instrwtisns. *“Frve I "
Cobb hopes to complete preliminary studies on the product, as sug- g feid. Good income — excellent growth g ' Madern Grouss, Dest. 50. Sex 524, Chicags 17. 1N
. - aa 3 potential. College plus business back-
gested by Dr. Mitchell, and produce it in the form of “instant-cast J ground preferred. Must be sales oriented, |
its” o> S¢ » Ra ‘TOSS 2 v fcacto ' ws. Peace highly motivated and career minded.
k‘n for field use by the Red Cros g police, disaster workers, Peace | Sohr. Sha sommissioh. Wis 1n dital §
Corps volunteers and the armed services. | to Training Manager . . . §
MDI has a contract with Dr. Mitchell to research and develop poly- | ” 'hi" 1
urethane casts, but work has been slowed by inadequate research | "' ' = 9
. S - NN YSTEM. INC.
staff and money. One encouraging sign is that officials at Ranchos 1 ‘;OE?S.(&,, sf';“i ,,S;,._E“ v ,ooci, . |
Los Amigos Hospital in Downey, Calif., are considering using the I Awanona cowpurenizen personni soavice |
casts, notes Cobb, pending further tests and demonstrations. The b es e e e e o o - - - - - - i
hospital is one of five U. S. rehabilitation centers for patients whose
cure demands long hospitalization.,
OR MORE FOR YOUR CHURCH OR GROUP
THE CHO'CE easily, quickly, at no risk with this
beautiful Last Supper Picture Plate
OF PART'CULAR MAIL COUPON FOR DETAILS

Raise $40...%200... even $400 for your Treasury with

| inspiring and beawtifully designed wall or mantlepiece
HOM E BAK ERS lates, depicting the beautiful scene of Our Lord™s Last
upper. Friends. neighbors, relatives will want these ar-

FOR tstically crafted plates 10 grace and beautify their homes!

YOU NEVER SPEND 1¢ OF YOUR OWN MONEY!

Here are the highlights of my famous money-raising Plan,

. 1 ship you 100 of my Last Supper Plates ON CREDIT!
E YEARS & Y EARS Simply have 10 members cach sell 10 plates at $1 each
4 and send me $60 of the proceeds You keep $40 for your
! treasury. Take up 1o 60 days! Mail coupon now.
. ANNA WADE, Dept. 1500W2, Lynchburg, Va.
3 r —FREE DETAILS—MAIL COUPON TODAY! - 1
; - ANNA WADE, Dept. 1960W2. Lynchburg, Va. 24505
| Please rush complete details FREE—-no obligation '
ABB
Cl- El | ~of your Plan for our group to raise $40 and more '
GIRL | . Exclusively | without speading If—with your Last Supper Pic-
' ture Plate. '
) ‘ ." 25 known as the | Name
: LB baking powder Add |
Despite a full work load, Cobb has served on the Riverside Personnel Board since 1963. . with the | ress |
It advises the City Council on matters involving city employees. The mild-mannered > Balanced | gx“:\e = State Zp |
3 - p . - - ¢ MI].G mﬂ. > a__ i
executive has consistently fought for more jobs for Negroes and Mexicans. | ~. o Double Action! L Oanization — |

Continued on Next Page 67




‘MIRACLE" MONEY GAVE COMPANY ITS START

EFORE GOING into business, Cobb had spent many sleepless
nights scarching for ways to finance his dream. Some of his savings
had gone into short-term real estate investments during Riverside’s
construction boom years of 1963-65. He had also invested in acreage
and commercial rentals in Palmdale and Perris, rural communities with

FOR MEN WHO KNOW STYLE speculative possibilitics. None of these ventures, however, brought in

Handsome pedble grain calfl oxford with the necessary capital to take the plunge. Suddenly a Riverside investor
raceful pointed toe. Smart and com. i g d

ortable molded sole. Made in American| 23049 | appeared with the necessary balance at the precise moment Cobb was
sizes. Black, forest green, maple tan ’

and pearl gray, sizes 613, medium ready to open shop.

width. $13.95 postpaid, or $2.00 de- $l3 95 a2 -~ . o o .

posit on C.0.D. — you pay postage. Some of this original money was still available for new purchases,

Satisfaction guaranteed. Also world's : Y .

largest selection of dramatically styled but more money would be needed, especially to meet future payrolls.
rel and imported footwear — y z -

e I'his problem, like most others, was quickly solved. After relatives and

i ‘E[ old friends in Detroit learned of Cobb’s struggling new enterprise,
FREE t’ganza MDI received unexpected, but welcome help. As sizable checks came

catalog in the mail, the spectre of failure was warded off. Mrs. Dovie Cobb
1207 Monument St., Brockton, Mass. 02403

still shakes her head with wonderment. “It was a miracle. | just broke
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA [T o

Barn a High School Divloms in - Ope of the unique features of the young company is its liberal,

your own home! Mepare for a
U JOb e by e employee-oriented hiring policy. Paraphrasing the civil rights decal
proved materials, Valuable diplo

ma awarded. send wame, age and  Cobb displays in his front window at home, the shop welcomes capable

highem § e wu weted for free el . . ° .
derails No salesman wil el workers of any race, religion or nationality. Also, physical handicaps

Westbury Square Prot. Bige | Dbt 15, hesstes Yerss 11035 | @re mo barrier. Himself troubled by a gradually-worsening hip ar-
thritis, a reminder of his baseball playing days, Cobb works closely
STYLE'KEEPI M with the State Rehabilitation Board in assembling his shop force.
B  Machinist Jim Lambertson is a case in point. No employer would hire
him because of a speech defect that conveyed the mistaken impression
that Lambertson was intoxicated. Cobb sloughed off the speech trou-

Write

Exclusive Hair Training Net . .
Controls Stubborn Maw Owernigtt

‘ "'.Ir\¢||.|L<x.\ ar well

groomed. Soft cotton ble, gave the eager workman a job. The formerly unemployvable ma-

band with 50 chinist usually arrives half an hour early, ready to start the day ahead
l-'.-‘\.-r.':.(_-"..',\,., ﬂ\ of time.

shpping .," Joseph Biro was another MDI worker who had a problem: He could

i P speak Hungarian, his native tongue, Spanish (because of five years

SIS VRN, (SRR SRR spent in South America), but no English. Cobb’s solution was to use

ROLF BRAUCHLL, NC 645 N. MICHIGAN AVE , CHICAGD §061) _ : : ol sz M
office clerk David Ruiz to translate machining information into Spanish
. IY TR TETRITEE] for Biro, who had another reason to be grateful to Cobb. Before
‘ oot 1T T (-1 ¥.- Ll R4  receiving his naturalization papers, he ran into trouble with immigra-

0 Const.to-eaast, high-paying s in pnetes-  tion officials in Los Angeles, who had instituted deportation proceed-
raphy are wailting for peaple with the

“hmew-hew 10 Bl them. Yeu e quiekly.  ings to return Biro to Hungary. Cobb interceded and was able to keep
eanily qualify at heme with the world-fTamess NYI Learn- : v

by<Doing Method. Write today for free cataleg. Also resi. 1 p ¢l
dent training in New York, Our 57th Year Bll’() .\tdtt’bl(l(.

Deot " EI¥, york iNsTITUTE OF PHoTocRarMy | Cobb is the only minority-group member on the Riverside Personnel
- Board. an advisory body to the City Council, and is serving his second

three-year term. His business and Personnel Board position give Cobb

firmer roots in the community than many Negroes and Mexican-Amer-

icans can claim. After moving from Detroit to California and living in
“ Sacramento, Redlands and Los Angeles, the Cobb family is solidly
settled in Riverside. After the first year of successful operation at MDI,
they expect to be there for a long time. Like other aspects of Lillord’s
career, life as a company president and owner scems to be pointing
upwards,

Think small. If you save one
person from hunger, you
work a miracle. Giveto CARE,
New York 10016
Amonica's Fnt o Fimest
HAIR STRAIGHT NE

THAT STAYS . . 5 A5
WELL GROOMED
ALL DAY,

AT ALL DRUG
STORES, ONLY

40c 60c 75¢

- o -_ LSV 7Ry r'ﬁ""‘r\
R O e R 7 . T ARG
Assembled on the front lawn ut their home, me mbtl\ of Cobb family are (). to r.)

KON GO CHEM|CA CO. Marvin, 14; Cobhb; Mathew, 5; Mrs, Cobb, holding their youngest child, John Martin,

456 Charlotte Ave. Detroit, Michigan 48201 bom in July; Marcus, 7; .\lnh wl, 12; and the only daughter, Dovie Mae, 19.
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... with a lemon peel. It's also great
in a tumbler. A mug. Straight from
the can, Or sipped through a straw,
However, we recommend you drink
it like a beer, so long as you don't
mistake it for one,

A completely unique experience!

© THE NATIONAL BREWING CO. OF BALID., M9
AT BALTO., MD. ALSD PHOENIX « MIAMI « DETRON



